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“Our philosophy is very simple.
We give our best for people who expect the best.”

Dr Dieter Zetsche
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Why shouldn’t car passengers be able to go first-class too?

The R-Class - more room for individuality

The unending vastness of the sea, a cloudless
sky or unspoiled landscapes - space has always
been the best form of rest and relaxation. One
good example is the R-Class, the SUV tourer from
Mercedes-Benz. Thanks to its generous and vari-
able interior, it not only ensures an unrivalled
atmosphere, but also impressive long-distance
comfort.

In standard specification the SUV tourer is a
5-seater with three seats in the second row, how-
ever it is also optionally available with six or
seven seats. In the 5-seater there is a multi-use
luggage compartment which offers an unbeatable
capacity of 2436 litres in the long version.

In addition to generous interior space, the
R-Class provides outstanding flexibility: two
different wheelbases, rear-wheel or 4MATIC all-
wheel drive, efficient engine variants and a more
striking appearance with particularly sporty styl-

ing and 18-inch light-alloy wheels (17-inch for the
R 300 CDI BlueEFFICIENCY and R 350 BlueTEC
4MATIC, 19-inch for the R 500 4MATIC). Accord-
ingly the R-Class not only makes its mark through
its appearance, but also with 14 different base
versions which offer you numerous choices. Other
features include an optional two-tone interior
design, luxurious materials and technical high-
lights to make driving even more enjoyable.

A range of smooth, powerful engines ensures
an effortless, carefree driving experience: three
diesels and three petrol powerplants are available.
If even more traction is required, you can opt for
the 4MATIC all-wheel-drive system. Additional
safety is ensured by the standard-fit PRE-SAFE®
anticipatory occupant protection system.

Wherever you are going - the R-Class is a
vehicle for people who enjoy life while wanting
to retain their independence.



























Safety

A theory which can save lives in practice

The integral safety concept from Mercedes-Benz

Hardly anything inspires us to produce consis-
tently impressive results quite as much as the
research into new safety technology. As early as
the 1950s, we reached an important safety mile-
stone when legendary vehicle safety pioneer Béla
Barényi invented the passenger safety cell. This
era also saw revolutionary ideas put forward

by many of our other employees - Rolf Maier, for
instance.

In order to study the crash performance of
steering and restraint systems quickly and cost-
effectively, Rolf Maier and his engineer colleagues
designed and built a special sledge which was
driven into a wall at high speed. To simulate the
crumple zone, the team used gherkin tins from
the staff canteen - a simple yet brilliant solution
which typifies the creative spirit that characterised
this pioneering time.

Of course, much has happened since then.
Highly advanced technology now makes our vehi-

cles particularly safe not only in an actual collision.
Today, our development activities are focused

on measures which bring us closer to our vision
of accident-free driving. They are part of our in-
tegral safety concept which comprises three areas:
this encompasses all the components that sup-
port “Safe driving”, identify critical situations
in time to give a warning and provide appropriate
assistance. In the second phase, “In the event
of danger”, the standard-fit PRE-SAFE® system
prepares the occupants and the vehicle if there
is a high probability of an accident occurring.
“In an accident” passengers are provided with
appropriate protection during the crash. Also
very important is the fact that after an accident,
too, a Mercedes is well prepared to provide help
such as making it easier to rescue the occupants.
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The R-Class can recognise hazards sooner so
that you don’t have to deal with them later

Avoiding hazardous driving situations is the principal safety goal for the R-Class

The standard-fit Headlamp Assist feature activates
the lights entirely automatically to make driving
in the dark safer. Bi-xenon headlamps with the
active light function, dynamic range adjustment,
headlamp cleaning system and cornering light
function are available as an optional extra for
your R-Class. The active light function follows your
steering movements and improves illumination
on bends by as much as 90 %. As an option the
standard fog lamps can be given the cornering
light function, which is automatically activated at
speeds of up to 40 km/h when the vehicle is
turning or cornering and you operate the indica-
tors, or on tight bends. Also available as an option,
the DISTRONIC proximity control system helps
you keep your distance from the vehicle ahead
when travelling at speeds between around 30

Active light function

To help you see obstacles at
an earlier stage, the R-Class
is available with the optional
active light function which
improves illumination of the
road by up to 90 % in bends

and 180 km/h. The system can brake the car by
up to 2 m/s? if necessary, and then accelerate it
automatically to the preset speed if appropriate.

If there is a risk of skidding - on a wet road,
for example - the dynamic handling control sys-
tems, which have been specially optimised for
the rear-wheel and 4MATIC all-wheel drive of the
R-Class, can intervene to provide improved trac-
tion. As soon as the sensors detect a critical
dynamic handling situation, brake pressure is
applied to one or more wheels as required and
the engine output may also be adjusted. ESP®
and 4ETS work together with the Brake Assist
(BAS) and acceleration skid control ASR func-
tions. ESP® trailer stabilisation is also a standard
feature.



